Clarification of Microplot Coverage Estimation - 2004

Field Manual 14.11.x

Field manual procedures require an estimation of the coverage of various fuel categories (live shrub, dead shrub, live herb, dead herb, and litter) for each microplot.  For each fuel component the field manual simply states that ”percent cover of fuel components on microplot” should be measured in 10% cover classes. 

How should cover estimates be determined for microplots with non-forest conditions?

Use only the area of the microplot in accessible forested conditions to estimate the coverage of any fuel component.  So no matter how much of a microplot is in a non-forested condition, only use the forested condition classes to estimate coverage.  If only 5 sq. ft. of a microplot is in an accessible forested condition and has 100% litter cover, then litter cover should be recorded as 100%.

Pictorial Example:
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Regardless that 50% of this hypothetical microplot is covered by asphalt in a non-forest condition class, its cover estimate of litter (for area of the microplot in forested conditions) is 100%








